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President’s Column 
 

Colleagues and friends, 

New Year’s greetings to my fellow CGU-

members!  It has been a pleasure serving as CGU 

President in my first year in office.  I have been 

stimulated by the energy and momentum in our Union.  

Over the past several months, we have been engaging 

with the Canadian Water Resources Association in 

planning our first joint meeting – “Earth, Wind and 

Water”, to be held in Banff in June.  The Canadian 

Geomorphology Research Group will also be joining us. 

Thanks to a lot of hard work behind the scenes from both 

our members and those of CWRA, the program is shaping 

up nicely, and the meeting promises to be an excellent 

technical and networking experience.  The call for 

abstracts is out and registration is open, so start making 

your plans to join us in Banff now!  And check out the 

conference logo that appears later in this newsletter – 

those of you who remember the 70s might recognize that 

we shamelessly cribbed the logo from an “Earth Wind 

and Fire” album cover (Illuminations) – with their 

permission of course.  A special treat will be a viewing of 

the transit of Venus across the Sun that is conveniently 

taking place during our Icebreaker on June 5.   

We have also been working on strengthening the 

ties amongst members of the Canadian Societies of 

Geophysical Sciences, and drawing new members.  The 

CSGS is a mechanism to link, integrate and coordinate 

the relevant Canadian geophysical societies in their 

representations to the International Union of Geophysical 

Societies and to funding agencies, governments and 

Canadian society on critical Earth science issues.  CSGS 

is also a mechanism to promote the public interest and 

support of the geophysical sciences through making 

decision makers and the public aware of the tremendous 

societal benefits that accrue from a vibrant and diverse 

geophysical science research community in Canada.  

Members of CSGS now include CGU, CMOS (Canadian 

Meteorological and Oceanographic Society), CSSS 

(Canadian Society of Soil Sciences), CWRA/CSHS 

(Canadian Water Resources Association/ Canadian 

Society of Hydrological Sciences) and CSAFM 

(Canadian Societies of Agricultural and Forest 

Meteorology).  We are working with these partner 

organizations to revitalize CSGS and improve its 

interactions with our sister-society, CFES (Canadian 

Federation of Earth Sciences). 

The functioning of CGU would not be possible 

without the dedicated hard work of our volunteer 

leadership team.  I am grateful to Vice-President Brian 

Braunfireun for his collaboration, and his stewardship of 

the 2012 meeting as conference co-chair.  The continued 

advice of Past-President Spiros Pagiatakis has been 

invaluable, particularly in revitalizing CSGS.  Our 

Treasurer Richard Petrone keeps the financial machine 

running smoothly, while our Secretary Maria Strack 

keeps communications humming.  We continue to rely on 
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